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From the town meeting and 
discussions with individual students, I 
have been getting some questions 
about grading and the grading curve.  I 
have answered several of the more 
frequent questions below.  Please 
email me at dmf55@drexel.edu if you 
have additional questions.  One of my most important 
tasks as Associate Dean of Faculty is to make sure 
that the academic policies are followed by the faculty, 
and that the policies are communicated effectively to 
you. 
Q:  How was the curve created? 
 The curve was created and approved last year by 
the entire faculty,  based on our prior teaching 
experiences as well as our review of grading policies 
at other law schools (including but not limited to those 
in the region).  The curve that the faculty agreed upon 
had what we thought were the best elements of other 
curves. 
 In the end, we agreed that grading in any given 
section must be consistent with the following 
allocation: 
 In addition, the mean (i.e., average) grade for any 
section must be between 2.7 and 2.9 (based on the 
grade valuation chart listed below in the explanation of 
GPA’s.)  Please note that this individual class mean is 
somewhat higher than the cumulative GPA cutoff for 
scholarship retention which is currently at 2.67.  At this 
time, over 70% of the first year class has a GPA at, or 
above, 2.67. 
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Meet Our New Dean 
April 27:  Pick-up Exam ID                                     
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Ste. 450 
May 1:   Breakfast Reception w/ 
 Dean Dennis                                     
8:30-9:30 a.m., First Floor Lobby 
May 1:   SBA Forum                      
12:45-2:00 p.m., Room 140 
May 2:   Judges’ Reception                                        
Details can be found on page 3. 
5:00-7:00 p.m.,  Second Floor   
 
 
May 3:   SBA Elections                       
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
To mark his first official day as the 
Dean of the College of Law, Dean 
Roger Dennis will host a breakfast 
reception for all students on Tuesday, 
May 1 from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in 
the first floor lobby of the building.  
Stop by for breakfast and meet our 
new dean! 
News from the Director of the Law Library 
No less than 13% and no more than 17% of 
a section may receive grades of A or A-. 
 
No less than 28% and no more than 32% of 
a section may receive grades of B+ or B. 
 
No less than 28% and no more than 32% of 
a section may receive a grade of B-. 
 
No less than 13% and no more than 17% of 
a section may receive a grade of C+. 
 
 
 
No less than 8% and no more than 12% of a 
section may receive a grade of C or below. 
Dan Filler Roger Dennis 
On June 4, 2007, the Law Library will 
begin charging for student printing 
(not including Westlaw and Lexis 
printing on the dedicated Westlaw 
and Lexis printers).  
  
Each law student enrolled in sum-
mer session will receive 100 free black and white 
printing pages for the quarter, after which they will 
pay 10 cents/page for black and white printing and 
$1.00/page for color printing.  Please note, free 
pages not used by the end of the summer quarter 
expire and there is no free printing for law students 
at Hagerty. 
 
Students must use their Dragoncard to pay for black 
and white printing and photocopying, and will be 
able to add value to their Dragaoncards in the law 
library or at Hagerty.  Students must pay for color 
printing at the circulation desk.  
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Chris Simoni 
Professor of Law and Law Library Director 
Chris Simoni 
Students interested in running for Student 
Bar Association positions must complete 
and submit the DSBA Nomination Form to 
Élise Randall (err32@drexel.edu)  no later 
than Friday, April 27 at 3:00 p.m.   
On Tuesday, May 1, there will be a forum in room 
140 from 12:45-2:00 p.m. for students during which 
candidates will give brief speeches.  
Elections will be held on Thursday, May 3rd.  
If there are questions, please speak with your SBA 
representative. 
Student Bar Association Elections! 
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Legal Research Boot Camp 
Lost and Found 
Q:  How is the curve fair to students?   
   The curve is designed to provide standards for all professors to fol-
low, so that no student will be punished – or receive a windfall – simply 
because of the professor he or she was assigned.  The grading curve 
has standards, but also allows the professor some discretion so that he 
or she can adapt to the particular strength of a given section.  While a 
curve may cause faculty to grade more rigorously, it often has the effect 
of pushing grades of individual students up.  Note, for example, that the 
lowest “mandated” grade is a C.  A professor is required to give over 
40% of the class a B or better under all circumstances.     
Q:  Why aren’t two sections taught by the same professor graded on the 
same curve? 
 The short answer is that the two classes are not identical:  the same 
materials may be covered in different ways, and at a different pace, in 
each section.     Some issues may have come up in one class but not 
another.  Grading by class allows the professor to account for these 
differences.  But it is not true---as students worry — that an A in one 
class could be a C in another class.  In all classes the professors saw a 
range of performance among the students, which was similar to what 
the senior faculty have seen at other law schools where they have 
taught. 
Q: How is overall GPA determined? 
 Once grades have been established, calculation of a GPA is a sev-
eral step process.  First, each grade is assigned a numeric value.  
Grades are valued as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The grade point credit received for a particular course is determined by 
multiplying the grade point value received by the number of credit hours 
assigned to that class.  Thus, when a student receives a B- in a three 
credit class, she receives a total of 8 points for that class.  The cumula-
tive grade point average (GPA) is determined by dividing the total 
amount of grade point credits accumulated in all work taken by the total 
of the credit hours for all graded courses. Thus, if a student received a 
A- in two three credit classes, and a B in two four credit classes, she has 
earned a total of 46 points in classes totaling 14 credits.  In order to de-
termine her GPA, she divides 46 by 14 and determines she has a GPA 
of 3.29.   
Q:  What is the curve in upper level courses, including smaller classes? 
 We are currently working on developing a curve for upper level 
classes.  We expect that it will also take into account differences in class 
sizes.   
Q: How do I explain the curve to prospective employers? 
 Amy Montemarano, the Career Services Director, will have a one-
page explanation of the curve that you can copy and provide to                  
employers.                                                                                           
 — 
Notes from                                                                           
Associate Dean of Faculty Dan Filler (cont.) 
Applications for the                                          
Student Code of Conduct Committee 
Are you working this summer?  
Need a basic legal research skills refresher?  
Want some real world legal research tips?  
 
Attend Legal Research Boot Camp on May 18 to sharpen your            
research skills and learn some new tricks too. This program is spon-
sored by Drexel University College of Law Library.  
Presenters include Law Firm Librarians and Drexel Law Library staff 
members.  Gain practical skills you’ll need to feel confident when pre-
sented with your first real world legal research project.  
 
Watch for details regarding registration and training schedule.  
Final Exam ID 
You can pick up your anonymous exam ID for the spring quarter starting 
Friday, April 27, 2007 in the office of Student Affairs (Room 450).   
Securexam Users 
All students using their laptops to take their exam(s) must complete and 
submit the Securexam Verification form to the Office of Student Affairs 
by Friday, May 4, 2007.   
First Time Securexam Users:  If you are using the software for the first 
time you must attend a training session, please contact Juanita 
Womack in the Office of Student Affairs at (215) 571-4709 or email: 
jw348@drexel.edu to schedule a training session.   
Securexam for PC Users: Students with the current version of Secur-
exam 3.21a do not need to reinstall the software; you only need to acti-
vate your Securexam Student Key file using your Drexel University ID.   
MAC Users:  Must un-install the previous version of Securexam 
(2.01.12) and install the current version of Securexam (2.04.12).  
Download the Student User Guide for instructions on uninstalling/
installing the software. 
The Securexam Student User Guide and Verification form will be sent 
via email to all students; hard copies will also be available in the Office 
of Student Affairs.  Please remember you must conduct a practice exam 
before using the software to take the final exam.   
Please note that if you had problems with your touchpad during an 
exam you should plan to use an external USB mouse during the 
final exams.  
Grade Value  Grade Value 
A+ 4   C 2 
A 4   C- 1.67 
A- 3.67   D+ 1.33 
B+ 3.33   D 1 
B 3   D- 0.67 
B- 2.67   F 0 
C+ 2.33     
Please remember that the College of Law Lost and Found is in the 
Office of Student Affairs, room 450.  We have recently received sev-
eral valuable items, including some SEPTA train tickets. Please stop 
by for either lost or found articles. 
Students interested in applying for the Student Code of Conduct               
Committee should e-mail a brief personal statement to 
SBA.StudentAffairs@gmail.com by Friday, April 27.   
The statement may include information about related past experience 
and why the student is a good fit for the position. 
Spring Final Exam Notices 
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Upcoming Events 
Drexel Law’s First Annual Barristers’ Ball 
The First Annual Barristers' Ball is approaching rapidly and promises to be an amazing evening, with over 200 guests 
coming together to celebrate the culmination of Drexel Law's Inaugural Year.   
In addition to dinner, drinks and dancing, there will be a slide show featuring pictures of events from the past year as 
well as great door prizes!  
 
Barristers' Ball FAQ 
 
Cost: 
Final ticket prices have been set at $50 per ticket.  Previous payments will be applied to your total cost (i.e. if you've 
made a $10 deposit, you will owe $40 for one ticket).* 
This means $50 for five hours of dinner, dessert, dancing, and an open bar!  
*Cash or Check - Checks may be made payable to Drexel University 
 
Dress Code:  
Semi-formal 
For men, suits are appropriate. 
For women, attire should be dressier than cocktail attire, but ball gowns are not necessary. 
Food: 
Dinner menu includes salad, beef, chicken, fish, potato, and vegetable dishes in addition to a delectable dessert spread. 
 
Date & Time: 
Friday, May 18 
7:30 p.m. -12:30 a.m. 
 
Address: 
Top of the Tower 
1717 Arch St. (Bell Atlantic Tower), 51st Floor 
 
 
For any additional questions, please e-mail Jackie Lowthert at jml75@drexel.edu 
Reception for Oral Arguments Judges 
 
The College of Law is hosting a reception for the judges of the Legal Methods oral arguments on Wednesday, May 2, 2007, from 5-7 p.m. on the 
second floor gallery of the College of Law. This will be a great opportunity to talk with the oral argument judges in a more informal setting (no black 
robes or time cards allowed!) and thank the judges for participating in the oral arguments. 
 
Panel Discussion featuring Professor Karl Okamoto 
 
Professor Okamoto will be participating in a panel discussion entitled How to C.Y.A (Cover Your Assets) -- Using Hedge Funds in These Tur-
bulent Times.  The discussion is part of the 25th anniversary celebration of the founding of the Finance Department at the LeBow College of Busi-
ness.   The event will be taking place the evening of Friday, May 4, 2007.  The one-hour program is scheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. in Matheson 
Hall.  A reception will follow.  Interested members of the College of Law community are welcome to attend. 
What Next? 
Reproductive Rights in the 
Wake of Gonzalez v. Carhart 
 
 
 
The Women’s Studies Program of the College of Arts & Sciences 
presents a panel discussion on the Supreme Court’s recent 
“partial birth” abortion decision with analysis by: 
 
David Cohen, Associate Professor of Constitutional Law 
at Drexel University College of Law 
 
Rose Corrigan, Assistant Professor of Political Science, 
Department of History & Politics at Drexel University 
 
Tracy Tripp, Board Member of the Philadelphia Women’s 
Medical Fund and the National Network of Abortion Funds 
 
 
Wednesday, April 25 
11:30am-1:30pm 
MacAlister 2019/2020 
 
 
Participants will review existing abortion regulations, analyze the Court’s decision in the 
Gonzalez v. Carhart case upholding the federal “partial birth” abortion ban, and discuss its impact 
on the legal, political, and medical status of abortion nationally and in Pennsylvania. 
 
 
For more information contact Professor Rose Corrigan: 
rose.corrigan@drexel.edu / 215.895.6764 
Young America’s Foundation  
&  
Drexel Law Republicans present: 
 
Ronald Reagan's 'Crusade' to  
Undermine Soviet Communism 
 
 
 
 
By Dr. Paul Kengor 
 
Friday April 27th at 2 pm, with Q & A to follow 
 
Drexel University College of Law Room 240 
 
Dr. Paul Kengor is an associate professor of political science at Grove City 
College specializing in the Reagan and Bush presidencies, Middle Eastern 
politics, and foreign policy.  Among his many publications, he has written 
two books on President Reagan: God and Ronald Reagan and Crusader.  
He is also a Young America’s Foundation speaker charged with traveling 
our great nation spreading the conservative message of President Reagan.  
 
PLEASE RSVP BY 4/25 TO NATE FOX AT ndf27@drexel.edu 
TAW 
Remove 4-27 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Bake Sale!! 
 
Support the Women’s Law Society and enjoy 
some delicious treats! 
 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
8:30am-9:30am and 11am-2pm in the Lobby 
Starts Wednesday, April 11, 2007  
until the end of the term! 
 
